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Coast medical college to
offer unique dialysis training

Mining firm
boosts education
in Kwale county
  by  Wahinya  Henry    
  @PeopleDailyKe

Hilala Kassim is a resident of Wasini
in Kwale county. Although he only attended school for a few years, he had a
burning desire to offer the best education to his children.
But the large family size posed a
challenge to his dream. “The challenge of raising education fees drove
me into despair. Just when I was at the
point of despair, help from a mining firm
came,” he says.
Now he is a proud father of a Third
Year student at Kenyatta University, the
beneficiary of an education programme
by Base Titanium. “We are grateful to
company for the assistance they have
given us so far. It would have been hard
for us as parents to do this alone but
now there is great hope in the future
of our children,” he says.
The scholarship programme is part
of a negotiated Community Development Management Plan between Base
Titanium, the community and Kwale
County Government.
Since 2014, the programme has
seen over Sh150 million disbursed to
beneficiaries, with plans for another
Sh75 million investment in 2017-2018.
Over 950 students from Kwale County
in high schools, colleges and university
have benefited from the mining firm’s
bursary programme.
Pius Kassim, the Community Affairs Manager at Base Titanium said
investing in Kwale youth is one of the
key pillars in Base’s community programmes. “We have seen great impact
in the three years since we began the
programme in 2014,” he says.
The company runs other youth programmes tailor-made for Kwale county
that include a three -year apprentice
programme run in partnership with the
Technical University of Mombasa and
a three-month internship programme,
both which the youth are embedded at
the mining firm.
The Occupational Health and Safety Manager at Base Titanium, Paul
Thompson says the apprentice is one of
the company’s flagship programmes.
“We are empowering communities at
the Coast to venture out as a skilled and
talented workforce,” he said.
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Partnership with Indian
firm makes institution
the second to offer
specialised kidney
training courses after
Kenya Medical Training
College, Nairobi
  by  Harrison  Kivisu
@PeopleDailyKe

N

orth Coast Medical Training College will roll out
a Quality Care Dialysis
Training Course in the next
six months, making it the
second institution in the country to
train medical students on specialised
kidney training.
In the programme to be implemented through a partnership with

4XDOLW\ &DUH 'LDO\VLV ÀUP ³ DQ ,Qdian association of specialised kidQH\GRFWRUV³WKHLQVWLWXWLRQZLOORIIHU
training to at least 27 pioneer students on their campus at Bomani off
Mombasa-Malindi highway, KikamEDOD'LYLVLRQ.LOLÀFRXQW\
North Coast Medical training College director Reuben Waswa says
the institution was established in
2010 and approved by the Clinical
2IÀFHUV·&RXQFLOLQHDUO\,WZLOO
be the second in the country to offer
specialised kidney training courses
after Kenya Medical Training College,
Nairobi.
“We have written a memorandum
of understanding with our partners
and the only thing that is waiting is
DGLUHFWLYHIURPWKHFRXQFLO·VUHJXODtory body. We will be doing the training and our partners from India will
be setting up the training facilities on
campus,” said Waswa.
Quality Care Dialysis vice president, Sureah Naih said the institution

is among the few with adequate facilities to set a state-of-the art centre.
´:HFKRVHWKLVLQVWLWXWLRQEHFDXVHLW·V
one of the institutions which have adhered to stipulated regulations by the
education regulator,” Naih said.
7KHÀUVWJURXSRIVWXGHQWVVWXG\ing for a diploma in Clinical Medicine
and Surgery at the institution started
training in September 2012. In 2013,
Nutrition and Dietetics, Community
Development in Health, and Nursing
also joined the college. They graduated this year.
Some 84 students graduated this
year, 27 in the nursing departments
and the others in clinical medicine.
“Some of the nurses we have trained
ZLOOEHWKHÀUVWEHQHÀFLDU\RIWKHLQLtiative,” Waswa said.
The programme is set to empower
ORFDO PHGLFDO RIÀFHUV DFTXLUH VNLOOV
on the treatment of the deadly disease and help lower the cost of treatment in the region. Medical staff who
ZLOOEHQHÀWLQWKHSURJUDPPHZLOOEH
employed across the country to offer
dialysis treatment.
Addressing stakeholders during the
second annual graduation ceremony
that was attended by senior governPHQWRIÀFLDOV:DVZDVDLGDOOFRXUVHV

offered at the institution are based on
appropriate and innovative curricula
aimed at training highly competent
and responsive health workers.
The institution is located in a conducive environment and has spacious
classrooms, a library-computer laboratory, and a skills lab and also offers
optional accommodation.
6LPRQ .DQJ·HWKH WKH QDWLRQDO
chairman of the Clinical Officers
&RXQFLO DQG 0XWLQGD .LVLQJ·X WKH
H[HFXWLYHRIÀFHUDWWKHFRXQFLOZHUH
DPRQJ WKH NH\ JXHVWV .DQJ·HWKH
VDLG WKH LQVWLWXWLRQ·V JUDGXDWHV DUH
professionals with social skills necessary to solve the unique problems of
local communities in the counties.
“Kidney treatment is very expensive that is the reason we are looking
for various partnerships and networks
to ensure we start a centre at North
&RDVW WR WUDLQ GLDO\VLVµ .DQJ·HWKH
said.
Theoretical training and clinical
skills training takes place at Kikambala campus while the main hospital
IRU FOLQLFDO DWWDFKPHQWV LV .LOLÀ 'LVtrict Hospital. Other medical centres
and hospitals at the Coast also offer
internships to the over 400 medical
students at the college.

1,500 Kisumu students to get free bicycles
  by  Noven  Owiti
@PeopleDailyKe

At least 1,500 students from Kisumu
County who trek long distances to
schools will have a sigh of relief following plans by a non-governmental organisation to give them bicycles.
The donation is a partnership project
by Plan International Kenya and World
Bicycles Relief (WBR) through a programme dubbed Tulinde Wasichana
Wetu.
The Bicycle for Education Empowerment Programme is undertaken by the

two organisations to support students in
rural setups and is aimed at improving
school attendance, performance and
reducing dropouts due to early pregnancies.
The programme targets 70 per cent
of girls and 30 per cent of boys within
the selected schools. Some of the institutions set to be benefit include St Mark’s
Obambo Mixed, Mariwa Mixed, Diemo,
Kisian, Bonde, Tiengre, Nyatigo and St
Antony Dago Kokore secondary schools.
Speaking during the handing over of
138 bicycles to selected students from
St Mark’s Obambo Secondary School in

Kisumu West Sub-County, Plan International Kenya project director Annastasia
Mulwa said their target is to give 1,546
bicycles to 17 selected schools in the
county.
She said is expected to ease their
transportation to and from school, hence
reduce time wasted while trekking.
She expressed concern that some
students walk or ride boda boda up to
15km to get to school on a daily basis,
causing them to be late and tired when
they reach school. “Some of the students
begin walking to school as early as 5am
so that they can reach school on time,”

said Mulwa.
Plan International has also trained
community members as mechanics to
repair and maintain the bicycles to ensure sustainability of the project.
The County Director of Education Sabina Aroni said the provision of the bicycles will promote quality of education.
“The students’ academic performance
is expected to improve because they will
now have more time studying and not
trekking for long distances,” Aroni said.
She urged the students to make good
use of the bicycles, saying her office will
monitor how they are used.
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